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End of the Story for 2010?
It would be difficult to argue that the
scheduled changes under existing law in
store for 2010-2011 are good tax policy,
if for no other reason than the uncer-

Conclusion
The tax joke of recent years — don’t
die, hold out until 2010 — has lost its
punch line. Stay tuned for what should
prove to be an interesting year.

tainty and planning challenges created
by the dramatically shifting rules.

Perhaps worse, the confusing muddle
appears to have not yet ended. The
efforts expended by Congress in 2009
on legislative matters such as health
care may have left other important
policy issues unaddressed, but elected
officials in Washington continue to
have strong views about estate tax
repeal.

Congressional leaders appear determined to enact legislation in 2010 to
reinstate the federal estate tax, making
the reinstatement retroactive to the
date of repeal.
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